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Underbill, Cambridge, Johnson, Troy, Stanstead, Barnston and Canaan, and finally reached Connecticut Lake. From this point onward their journey is described in "Harper's Magazine" for November, 1864. Parkman often expressed a particular fondness for Lake George; -it was perhaps, after his home, the corner of the earth most dear to him. As the object of Ms first literary pilgrimage, it stirred his imagination strongly both by its beautiful scenery and its exceptional wealth of historical traditions.
In the winter vacation of 1843 he visited his classmates Hale and Perry, at Keene, N. H.
"It was doubtless with recollections of this visit   and oi otters in his mind, that in the last published volume of Ms histories, Parkman speaks of  Keene as ' a town noted in rural NQW England for kindly hospitality, culture without pretence, and good breeding without   conventionality.71     His two classmates were not the  only acquaintances he had in this delightful 'New Hampshire town.   Two years before, while with Slade in the White Mountains, lie had fallen in with a lively party of travellers from this place, and one young lady in particular had charmed Mm by the 'laughing philosophy' with which she had taken ' a ducking7 in his company while passing through the Notch on the stage and in a pouring rain. Still more was he pleased by the < strength and spirit and good-humor' she had shown in the ascent of Mount Washington.   With this lady, who afterwards married a  distinguished citizen of her native State,2 Parkman kept up a lifelong friendship.77
1 A Half Century, vol. ii. p. 230.         a Wheelwright